
 

 

The United Presbyterian Church 
of New Kensington 

601 Fifth Avenue 
New Kensington, PA 15068-6508 

724-339-6618 
E-mail: churchoffice@tupcnk.org 

Website: tupcnk.org 
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        Our Staff 
 

 The Rev. Becca Siddle Covenant Pastor 
  pastoroffice@tupcnk.org 
 

is to serve God by:   
Preaching God’s Word,  
Teaching God’s Love,  
Healing God’s People 

Office Hours:                 Regular Worship Hours: 

Monday-Thursday           10:00 am Sunday School 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm         11:00 am Worship              
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Advent greetings to you, friends! 
 
Most of you will receive this newsletter before you’ve taken even 
the first bite of your turkey and sweet potatoes, not to mention your second and third meals of 
leftovers!  But as you know by now, Advent is quite literally on the cusp of Thanksgiving this year, 
which may be making your sense of holiday panic a little more intense than usual the closer we get to 
Christmas.  But I’m going to issue the exact same reminder I did this time last year: Christmas does not, 
in fact, come immediately on the heels of Thanksgiving! 
 
There IS time and space between the two - not only in which to catch your breath, but to reorient 
yourself and your household.  In the rhythm of the Church year, this holy time and space (Advent) is 
known as a season of preparation.   For centuries, people of faith have used the four weeks preceding 
Christmas to prepare not only for the Christ-child, but to allow their hearts to experience solace in the 
deepest possible way our human form can fathom. There are indeed names for that solace: Hope. 
Peace. Joy. Love.  These are the themes that Advent refocuses us on year after year. 
 
For sure, being mindful of each theme is a wonderful act of self-discipline and self-care - but if you’re 
anything like me (and I’m guessing you are!), when January 1 rolls around, I’m occasionally left 
wondering where I missed the boat.  I intentionally limited my shopping and spending; I politely turned 
down at least half the invitations I received.  I planned meals well in advance to eliminate kitchen 
stress.  But the season came and went and I’m left wondering why I still feel hollow on the inside. 
 
To be perfectly honest and transparent with you, it took me most of my adult life to realize what was 
happening: even though I had finally learned to simplify and slow down during Advent, it felt like my 
focus was still on everything and everybody but Christ.  Oh, we read about Christ, we sing and pray 
about Christ, we light candles and put up Christmas trees to honor Christ, but how do we tease apart  
all the actions we take that are about Christ…versus Christ himself? 
 
Friends, I wish I had a hard-won answer kit for you, complete with instructions for ensuring you meet 
the Christ child this year.  But I suspect the answer(s) for one of you may be quite different for another 
of you.   I also suspect you will know it, unquestionably, when it happens.  My hope and my prayer for 
each of you this season is that your hearts “feel strangely warmed” - to use John Wesley’s phrase - by 
the gift of the Christ child himself, and that you will experience this gift as part of your faith family.  If 
you have been away - in body OR in spirit - but are longing to return, this is truly the best time of year 
to do so.  I can assure you, you will be welcomed with open arms!  Likewise, if you have children, 
siblings, neighbors, or cousins, etc. whom you’ve been longing to welcome into the fold - or back into 
the fold – now is the time to remind them that the best way to predict the future is to create it 
together.   
 
May God bless your heart and your home this Advent season, 
 

Becca 

Pastor Becca 
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Ornament Reminder 

We can’t wait to see the Christmas 
Tree in the sanctuary decorated with 
YOUR precious ornaments, and telling 
the stories of your special memories.  
Bring one (or more) ornament in 
throughout Advent, and be sure to jot 
down a few lines about it (there are 
designated slips in the Narthex for this 
purpose).  A member of the worship 
committee will be in the Narthex each 
Sunday to tag your ornament(s) so we 
can keep track of them.  After that, we 
invite you to help trim our tree!  

Tis the Season for Special 
Music 

Christmas just doesn’t feel 
like Christmas without the 
traditional choirs and carols. 
We know we have some     
singers and handbell ringers 
in the congregation so let’s 

put out talents together!  If you’re willing to share 
your gift of music during Advent and Christmas, 
please let either Pastor Becca or Holly know as soon 
as possible.  Having some small groups of musicians 
in worship will make Advent all the more lovely. 

2026 Stewardship 
If your were unable to place your 2026 
pledge in the offering plate 
on Stewardship Sunday, 
please simply bring it with 
you to church sometime in 
the next couple weeks.  You 
can also phone it in or send 
an email to the church of 
your intent.  As  always, we are grateful for 
your dedication to the continued ministry 
of TUPCNK; your pledge is not merely a   
financial commitment to the church, but a 
statement of faith as well. 

In Memory of Marion Yates 
We are so grateful to the Pucketos Garden Club for    
donating  a pink Dogwood tree in memory of Mrs.    
Marion Yates.  Marion was ahead of her time in so 
many ways that served not only the church but the         
larger community as well.  She was a long-time member 
of Pucketos Garden Club and is dearly missed by many.  
We look forward  to seeing the tree in the Spring ; 
when it blooms it will most definitely remind us of   
Marion. 

STAYING HEALTHY 
    As we head into colder months, and more people 
are gathered together indoors, please remember 
the tried and true preventative measures for 
respiratory viruses.  If you’re not feeling well, 
please stay home whenever possible.  Your friends 
at church will miss you, but will be grateful you’re 
taking care of yourself (as well as looking out for 
them)!   
     As always, consider wearing a mask in large 
crowds, wash your hands often, and use hand 
sanitizer when you’re out and about - this is an 
especially good idea after the “passing of the 
peace” in worship. 
     While being cautious is always wise, it’s also 
important to remember we’re not in the same boat 
we were in three or four years ago.  In fact, thanks 
to our collective immunity being so much greater 
than it was early in the pandemic, it’s probably 
accurate to say we’re not even in the same ocean!  
While there has been a seasonal uptick in recent 
respiratory cases, according to the CDC, 
Pennsylvania is still at a LOW or VERY LOW level of 
infections.  In fact, as of mid-November, cases are 
the lowest they’ve been since August 23, 2025.    
     If for some bizarre reason half of our 
congregation would come down with an illness, 
there’s a good chance we would simply not have 
church for a couple weeks (naturally) - and we 
would phone each of you to communicate that!  
But for the foreseeable future, there is no need to 
make any significant adjustments to church worship 
or other gatherings - aside from reiterating the 
second paragraph above.  We are all exposed to 
viruses each time we go shopping or out to eat, etc. 
- but it’s by taking the precautions that helps keep 
us from actually becoming ill from them! 



 

 

4 

The Prayer Shawl Group is meeting 
Wednesday, December 10 at 1:00 in the 
church library.  If you’ve 
ever wanted to learn 
how to knit, now’s the 
time! We knit but we 
also enjoy 
fellowshipping.  Come, 
bring a friend, and let’s 
enjoy some treats together!  

December Birthdays 
 

Lily Bosak   12/3 

Robert Schulz, Jr.  12/4 

Judy Folk   12/5 

Karen Grillo    12/10 

Brenda Wilson  12/13 

Brock Shipman  12/14 

Elowyn Bulman  12/15 

Kristin Beckes  12/18 

Andrea Guido  12/19 

Liz Deringer   12/21 

BettyLou Waterloo  12/23 

Nicholas Szanto  12/30 

Jordan (Guido) Titera 12/30 

 
 

 
 

Bobby Long*         Jackie Chickerella 
Betty Tylinski*         Gary Chickerella 
Betty Lou Sharick*    First responders 
Lou Ann Burford*     Military personnel 
Mildred Wagner Foster families 
Cyndi & Mark Bondra  Youth & young adults 
Alyssa Pistininzi 
Shelby Alysworth 
Carl Schultz   (brother of Randy) 
Marianne Irwin  (friend of Bob Thomas)  
Nora Pastrick   (Bob Thomas’ sister) 
Casey    (niece of Robin Sorch)  
Oliver    (Casey’s newborn baby) 
Richard Vigrasse (Karen Grillo’s brother) 
 
*Denotes those who are home bound or nursing 
home  residents. 

Food Bank Schedule 
 
          December 4, 9:00 - Food Truck Delivery 

          December 6, 9:00 - Food Bank Distribution 

      Volunteers are always appreciated! 

Also, if you know someone who needs help with 

food, please encourage them to sign up!  All they 

need to do is bring one form of ID and a copy of a 

utility bill with their address on it the morning of 

food distribution (from 9:00 - 10:30am) 

Book Club Meeting, 
December 3, 6:30 pm 

 
Read a Christmas themed 
book and share with the 
club. 
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Community Choir Christmas Concert  
Saturday, Dec. 6 at 3pm 

The Academy Singers, part of the Western Pa. Music & Arts 
Academy, will be sharing the gift of Christmas songs and 
carols with us in our sanctuary.  The choir, founded by 
Sandy Rubright in 2011, consists of singers from many 
parts of the local area, including Delmont, Export, Lower 
Burrell, New Kensington, Hyde Park, and Vandergrift. Your 

toes will be tapping and your soul will be full as they bring in the season of 
Christ’s birth together. The afternoon will also include a sing-along so plan 
now to attend and be sure to invite others! 

LIVE NATIVITY RETURNS!  
Saturday, December 13: 2-4 pm 

This was a wonderful event for the neighborhood last 
year and we’re looking forward to it again in just a 
couple weeks. Please be sure to invite your neighbors, 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews - EVERYONE - 
you know!  And if you’re available to help out, we will 
gladly take you up on it.  We will need cookie bakers, as 
well as a couple folks to serve as runners back and forth 
between the church and the grass lot where the animals 
will be.  We have a few people willing to serve the 
cookies and hot chocolate to our visitors but it’s nice to 
have some extra hands onboard.  Be on the lookout for a 
cookie sign-up sheet and if you’re willing to help out on 
the 13th itself, please let Pastor Becca 

Christmas Breakfast, Potluck Style! 
               Sunday, December 21 at 9:30 a.m.  
 
This holiday breakfast is a long-standing tradition and a 
wonderful time to reconnect with friends and members 
who aren’t able to join us during other months of the 
year.  So invite your friends, neighbors, and loved ones 
and start thinking now about which of your favorite break-
fast casseroles, sweet rolls, coffee cakes, or other yum-
mies you want to share!  After we eat, we’ll play a holiday-
themed game or two and enjoy each other’s fellowship. 
Also, feel free to wear your favorite outfit, sweater,       
jammies, etc.! 

             Women’s Christmas Tea                                                                                        
Sunday, December 7th,  12:00, Fellowship Hall 

Soon it will be time for the lovely ladies and friends of our congregation to get together 
for our tradition of fellowship and Christmas spirit by attending the annual  Women’s 
Christmas Tea.  This will be our 12th year hosting this wonderful event.  The theme this 
year is “Follow That Star”. As in the past, we will provide a light lunch, a short lesson, 
and make a Christmas ornament.  A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.                                    
Blessings, Lynn and Stacey 
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 Deacon’s Report 

 November 8th Food Bank 

  
  116 Households: including 25 New, 
  25 Senior Boxes, 16 Doubles 

   5 Birthday Bags 

  We had 21 volunteers, working a total of 

        94.5 hours. 
  
December 2025 Food Bank 

             Truck Delivery – December 4 

             Distribution – December 6 

  
Food Pantry / Cooler Ministry Wish List 

• Cans of Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s 

• Ramen, Cup of Soup 

• Fruit snacks 

• Small bags of chips 

• Peanut Butter 

• Jelly (plastic jar) 

• Applesauce (plastic jar) 

• Pasta / Spaghetti 

• Spaghetti Sauce 

• Mac ‘n Cheese 

• Cereal 

• Juice (plastic bottle) 

  
Funeral Dinners – None 

  
Next Deacon Meeting: December 9, 2025 
@6:30pm 

  
Submitted by Amy Grillo Dameron  
Deacon Secretary 

 

 
 

 
 
 

No Session Meeting in November  
 
 

Joint Session and Deacons Meeting: 
Monday, December 8 at 6:30 pm 

Christmas Joy Offering – Prepare The Way -- The Perfect Gift  
 

We will be receiving the Christmas Joy Offering throughout Advent starting on November 30th and ending on 
December 24th. 
 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflects God’s perfect gift to us, through the Christmas Joy Offering. Each 
year during the Advent and Christmas season, we lift up past, present, and future leaders of the church. God has 
blessed the church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need to be           
supported by their communities as well. This Offering provides support for Presbyterian church workers and their      
families in their time of need and leadership development and education for communities of color at Presbyterian
-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 
 
Envelopes will be available at the church for your gift. Please prayerfully consider a gift because if we all give a 
little, it adds up to a lot. 

REMINDER 
We do not normally 
publish a January 
newsletter.  Also, 
please keep in mind 
the church office is 
closed Dec. 24 & 25 
and Dec. 31 & Jan. 1. 
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After four weeks preparing for the Coming of the Christ Child, Advent will culminate with 

our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 pm in the sanctuary, Dec. 24.  We 

look forward to this holy time and encourage you to invite your loved ones. 


