
 

 

The United Presbyterian Church 
of New Kensington 

601 Fifth Avenue 
New Kensington, PA 15068-6508 

724-339-6618 
E-mail: churchoffice@tupcnk.org 
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        Our Staff 
 

 The Rev. Becca Siddle Covenant Pastor 
  pastoroffice@tupcnk.org 
 

is to serve God by:   
Preaching God’s Word,  
Teaching God’s Love,  
Healing God’s People 

Office Hours:                 Regular Worship Hours: 

Monday-Thursday           10:00 am Sunday School 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm         11:00 am Worship              
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Dear friends, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Believe it or not, Lent begins in just over two weeks with Ash Wednesday (February 18).  As we receive the 
ashes on our foreheads that evening, we are reminded of a simple but profound truth: we are finite.  The 
traditional wording that accompanies the ashes (“You are dust and to dust you will return”) is not meant to 
cause us grief; instead, the words are intended to bring us home – to remind us that every act of goodness, 
every shared sorrow belongs to God. 
 
Though the words are spoken to us individually, they are never spoken in isolation.  Too often, the “spiritual 
life” is imagined as a solitary endeavor, or a private discipline that we work on when we have quality time 
alone.  Lent definitely encourages us to look hard at our own lives but Scripture tells us a deeper story 
alongside that individual work.  It tells us that God forms, and loves, a “people” – not a collection of isolated 
selves.   
 
Since we are all created in the very image of God, we are called into community; community that is knit 
together by grace.  Throughout Scripture, Jesus himself tells and shows us over and over who is part of that 
community:  
 the “socially unclean” man lying injured on the side of the road (as well as the man from the despised, 

“foreign” country who stopped to help him (Luke 10:25–37) 
 the “sinful” woman (also from a despised, foreign country) at the well who had had five husbands (John 

4:1-42) 
 the detested and perceived as corrupt tax collectors like Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
 the “ceremonially impure” leper (Mark 1:40–45) and woman with the perpetual bleeding (Mark 5:25-34), 

both of whom had been ostracized and rejected by others for years 
 

Since Lent is the time that calls us to reflection, repentance, and resistance, I hope we will let it work in our 
hearts.  Because of our very human tendencies, our hearts need regular reminders not only of the amazing 
grace that Christ offers us through his life, death, and resurrection, but also of who Christ calls us to be. As 
part of the Beloved Community ourselves, we are called to love and have mercy upon others every bit as 
much as Christ himself does.  In a cultural climate that makes this especially challenging, let us not hesitate - 
even for a moment – to pray for the humility and perseverance of Christ to help us stand true. 
 
May the upcoming season of Lent be one of renewal and ultimate hope for us all, 
 

Becca 
Pastor Becca 
 



 

 

Project List Update - February 2026 
 

Your generosity in responding to our project list last fall far surpassed all expectations.  
We are so deeply grateful and genuinely inspired by your commitment to the ministry of this 
church and to our continued mission to our neighborhood and community - of which the building 
itself plays a huge role!  As of December 31, 2025, you collectively gave $11, 170 toward the 
ongoing maintenance/property needs of our building – and all of that was over and above your 
pledged giving.  Again, THANK YOU so very much.   
 
The follow items have already been COMPLETED. If you haven’t yet seen them, be sure to take 
notice.  Because the first two were deemed important safety/security issues, we were able to 
make appropriate use of some of our endowment funds – for which we are also extremely 
grateful! 
 
 Intercom/video security systems for the three main exterior doors have been installed 
 Low-intensity, dusk-to-dawn LED security lights have been installed on all sides of the building 

(making not only our building safer but the whole neighborhood) 
 The thick plastic sheeting and mulch that had been trapping water under a window on the 5th 

Ave side was removed, and the soil was re-graded away from the building to reduce water 
damage 

 All of the crumbling/broken pieces of landscape block were removed from the retaining wall in 
the front and disposed of (wall was temporarily rebuilt at a lower height to make use of the 
existing blocks that are still useable). 

 Sonward (Kim Louis) has scraped the mold/bubbling paint from the youth room and primed 
that area (though it will still need to be painted) 

 
      * * * * * * *  
 
The $11,170 you contributed will be used to help finance the following needs, as prioritized by      
Session: 
 
 Upgrade the three most-used office computers 
 Scrape paint/repair rotting wood on columns in both the front and back of the church 
 Deep clean/commercial clean the kitchen 
 Correct the interference problem with the sound system in the sanctuary 
 Replace the cracked/damaged EXIT signs downstairs (per building code)* 
 Scrape/sand water damage to the exterior wall in the ladies restroom outside Fellowship Hall; 

then apply moisture barrier, prime, and paint* 
 

*Note: both these areas are being used increasingly by guests in the church several times per 
week (tutors, adult volunteers with Sonward, attendees at Garden Club, AA, etc.) 
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January Birthdays (since we didn’t 
print a newsletter last month - but you 
can still send a card!) 
Richard Gwillim  1/4 
Joseph Conte   1/5 
Tyler Wilson   1/6 
Wendy Hartz   1/8 
Shelby Aylsworth  1/9 
Aaron Edwards  1/10 
Logan Slagle   1/12 
Devon Schulz   1/13 
Cynthia Bondra  1/15 
Randy Schultz   1/17 
Aimee Swetof-Shaffer  1/18 
Beth Westlake   1/21 
Brady Warchol  1/21 
Lynn Crumley   1/25 
John Williams   1/25 
Nancy Stewart   1/30 

February Birthdays 
David Crumley   2/2 
Amy Edwards   2/2 
Robert Manley  2/5 
Diane Swetof   2/5 
Jayme Polena   2/5 
Aubrey Newcomer  2/8 
Cullen Yates   2/10 
Sarah Korb   2/12 
Jimmy Gwillim   2/19 
Mike Kovitch   2/25 
Nancy Deiseroth  2/26 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,         
education, and opportunity. The work done in support of the causes  supported by One Great Hour of      
Sharing (OGHS) —  disaster, hunger, poverty, climate change, and immigration/migration and refugees — 
serves individuals and communities in need. This work provides people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
Programs supported are the Presbyterian Hunger Program, the   Presbyterian Committee on the Self-
Development of People, and the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  This Offering , which we will receive     
during Lent, February 18th through March 29th, helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging    
situations. Envelopes will be available in the pew racks. Thank you for prayerfully considering your giving to 
the OGHS. IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 

                            College Boxes 

Our Deacons are packing boxes to send to our four college  
students.  If you would like to help with this special project, we 
would be grateful. Donations can be left in the church office or 
in the basket in the narthex.  Please be sure to mark the items 
“College Boxes.” 
 
Individually wrapped suggestions include; potato chips, Corn 
Tortilla Chips, Fritos, salsa, pretzels, crackers, cookies, Swedish 
Fish, Hershey’s Chocolate, Snickers, M&M’s, etc.  We will    
collect up to and including March 8th.  Thank you for helping 
us remind our students  they are loved! 

 Bobby Long*                  
 Lou Ann Burford*         
 Mildred Wagner  
 Alyssa Pistininzi    
 Cyndi & Mark Bondra 
 Jackie & Gary Chickerella 
 First responders 
 Military personnel 
 Foster families 

 
Carl Schultz  (brother of Randy) 
Marianne Irwin   (friend of Bob Thomas)  
Nora Pastrick   (Bob Thomas’ sister) 
Casey    (niece of Robin Sorch)  
Oliver    (Casey’s newborn baby) 
Richard Vigrasse (Karen Grillo’s brother) 
Adam Veino  Friend of Robin Sorch 
Michelle Samios Friend of Robin Sorch 
The Family of Jim Delancey 
The Family of James Gilbert Tidd (Mary Beth 
Yeamans’ brother) 
 
*Denotes those who are home bound or nursing home 
residents. 
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The Prayer Shawl Group is meeting 
Wednesday, February 4 at 1:00 in the 
church library.  If you’ve ever wanted to 
learn how to knit, 
now’s the time! We 
knit but we also enjoy 
fellowshipping.  Come, 
bring a friend, and let’s 
enjoy some treats 
together!  

Food Bank Schedule 
Feb. 5, 9:00 - Food Truck Delivery 

Feb. 7, 9:00 - Food Bank Distribution 

 Volunteers are always appreciated! 

Upcoming Book Club Dates - Join us in the  
library for great conversation 
 
February 25 At the Water’s Edge by 
  Sara Gruen 
March 25 Big Stone Gap by        
  Adriana Trigiani 

Adult MeetUp 
Friday, February 20, 6:00 pm.  

Gunny’s Restaurant and Lounge 
902 McCandless St., New Kensington 

 
Come join us for an evening of fellowship and 
good food with friends and fellow church    
members.  Please let Stacey know if you will be     
attending!  

 
 
 

Join us for our new Bible Study for 
Lent, Wednesdays at 4:00 pm in the 
Chapel 

These are the dates: 
     February 25 
     March 4 
     March 11 
     March 18 
     March 25 
      

 Ash Wednesday - Feb. 18 
The journey of Lent begins with Ash 
Wednesday, a time to consider who we 
are and who God calls us to be.  We will 
partake of a simple meal together in the 
chapel, then remain there for a time of 
worship that will include Communion.  The 
meal will begin at 6:00 pm, then we will 
segue into worship afterward (probably 
around 6:45 in case you cannot make it for 
the meal but would still like to join us).   
Please be sure to sign up for the meal in 
the narthex! 

February 8, 2026  
“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY 

Start collecting your food donations and loose 
change for our food pantry now!  Come Super 
Bowl Sunday, the “winning” football team will be 
determined by how much food/cash makes it into 
each team’s soup pot!  Note: Worship will be in 
the Fellowship Hall on this day. Wear your 
favorite team’s shirt or colors. 
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DEACON’S REPORT  

December 6th Food Bank 

 80 Households: including 6 New, 25 Senior Boxes, 9 
Doubles, 5 Birthday Bags 

 We had 22 volunteers, working a total of 85.5 hours. 
January 10th Food Bank 
 75 Households: including 6 New, 25 Senior Boxes, 15 

Doubles, 0 Birthday Bags 

 We had 18 volunteers, working a total of 71 hours. 

February 2026 Food Bank 
          Truck Delivery – February 5 
          Distribution – February 7 
Food Pantry / Cooler Ministry Wish List  

• Potatoes, canned or boxed/instant 

• Cans of Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s 

• Ramen, Cup of Soup 

• Fruit snacks 

• Small bags of chips 

• Peanut Butter 

• Jelly (plastic jar) 

• Applesauce (plastic jar) 

• Pasta / Spaghetti 

• Spaghetti Sauce 

• Mac ‘n Cheese 

• Cereal 

• Juice (plastic bottle) 
Funeral Dinners – None 
 
It was MSP to reduce the size of the Board of Deacons from 
nine to seven. 
 
Next Deacon Meeting: February 10, 2026 @6:30pm 
Submitted by Amy Grillo Dameron , Deacon’s Secretary 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER 8, 2025 
SESSION MEETING 

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER 8, 2025 
A Joint Meeting of the Deacons and Elders was 
held on December 8 at 6:30 p.m.  Regular Session 
Meeting convened at 7:15 p.m. 
 
There are 132 members on the Active Roll. Betty 
Lou Sharick passed away December 1, 2025.  
Pledge envelopes will be in the Narthex starting 
December 14.  Please pick them up at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 8, 2026 
It was MSP to elect Donna L. McLaughlin, Clerk of 
Session for 2026.  There are 131 members on the 
Active Roll.  Outdoor lighting has been installed in 
front and on side of church.   
 
It was MSP to update the Project List for 2026.  
Two new items were added:  Ladies restroom    
outside Fellowship Hall needs repaired and up-
graded and the interference in the sanctuary 
sound system  needs addressed 
 
It was MSP to reduce  the size of Session from nine 
to six (seven including the pastor)  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna L. McLaughlin,  Clerk of Session 
 

 
 

       Special Note from Stacey Oden 
After a  discussion at a recent Session meeting that emphasized the significance of building relationships, I 
made the decision to actively look for opportunities to connect one on one with others. While I was ponder-
ing some special fancy plans to do this, I received a voice message from someone who had just gone 
through the heartbreaking loss of her brother. When I returned her call, I unexpectedly received her gener-
ous offer of support. You see, my sister-in-law is undergoing home dialysis, and I've been finding it challeng-
ing to assist her with her treatments. The one-on-one willingness to listen, troubleshoot, or provide advice 
was exactly what I needed. God showed me the joy of being on the receiving end of outreach. That experi-
ence was genuinely wonderful. If you sometimes struggle to accept God's blessings, think about adding that 
to your to-do list for 2026! 
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“Redstone Goes” Travel Club 
Redstone Goes is a travel club of Redstone Highlands Communities, and as 
many of you know, the trips are planned by longtime friend and former pastor 
of TUPCNK, Lisa (Foster) Dormire. The group is dedicated to helping folks stay 
adventurous and enjoy travel with a great group of people.  Modest proceeds 
from the trips support charitable care programs at Redstone.  
 
Lisa has set the schedule for 2026 and we want to share the plans with you. If 
you are viewing this newsletter as an email, simply click here. If you need a 
paper copy of the schedule, we will have some in the narthex for you. You will 
find a good variety of trips, from day-long outings, to 2-3 day ones, and a few 
that last  a week or so.  The trips fill up quickly, so if you are interested, make 
your deposit soon to hold your spot! And if you’d like to hear about 
experiences from past travelers, just chat with Kathryn, Karen, Althea, Robin, 
or Pastor Becca.    

https://files.constantcontact.com/df834982701/1d302a7a-567b-4d56-a139-ed39b9eba0c3.pdf?rdr=true&fbclid=IwY2xjawPM3G5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAwzNTA2ODU1MzE3MjgAAR7ep904YZ4VNxFU_hXPwzD7wcAQoWz7W4cJm91xSsLXr0SMzDWIYultSdX_5w_aem_IlHNv77wYraNp3yjkGx3RQ

